PEACE B. LEE methodological approaches drawn from both domestic and Western origins. Scholars from different hemispheres have explored oral tradition-related fields during the past few decades. Jin Dongxun (Gim Donghun in Korean) and Piao Changmo (Bak Changmuk) have taken the lead in studying their own ethnic group's oral literature and culture. Piao Changmo's collection (Bak 1996) contains numerous stories that reflect Chaoxianzu characteristics and history. Park Heh-rahn, a native South Korean scholar living in America, has examined the relationship between the nation-state narratives of the People's Republic of China and the Chaoxianzu narratives of their own history, and the influences of nation-state narratives on the subjectivism of Chaoxianzu (1996) . Korean scholars of folklore and folklore-related fields, such as Im Jaehae and Gim In-hee, are helping to bridge the gap between the West and the Chaoxianzu oral literary field through analyzing Western approaches such as performance theory and actively engaging in fieldwork among Chinese minorities. Western scholars, such as Mark Bender, Vibeke Børdahl, and Louisa Schein have carried out fieldwork on local oral traditions in a number of areas in China. Although their research does not directly include Chaoxianzu oral traditions, their studies have contributed to facilitating a scholarly dialogue between China and the West.
As an "immigrant nationality," the Chaoxianzu are experiencing transformation at many levels of their society. Included in these changes is the shift in responsibility for acting as tradition-bearers from the immigrant generation to the younger generations of Chaoxianzu born in China. One of the many possible directions in the field of Chaoxianzu oral literature studies is to closely follow and examine the effects of social changes on Chaoxianzu oral literature. Other possible interesting future directions include an expansion of the above-mentioned comparative studies. Research in the images of "self" and "other" expressed in oral traditions within the Korean diaspora (including the unique perspective of North Korea) may provide a key to understanding and resolving the different political and historical agendas within Korean communities.
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